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most grains are foraminifera tests.
paler colour.
completely slurried down to 19.20m.
slightly stickier grey-brown mud.

abundant forams, black lithic grains.
patchy discolouration beneath 
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very poorly consolidated.
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abundant spicules.
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fabric selective chertification.
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relatively well consolidated.
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heavily churned by coring, but appears 
to be composed of discrete foram-rich 
beds enclosed in brown clayey sand with 
dispersed granules.
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NOTE: Recovered core is placed at the 
base of each core run, following BGS 
practise.
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9.25m

A heavily coring-disrupted but relatively sandy succession  
comprising subordinate pale coloured, clean foraminiferal 
sand in dcm-scale contorted beds and patches enclosed 
within disturbed brown clayey sand with scattered 
pebbles. The sands are mostly fine-grained. Pebbles are 
concentrated along the basal surface.

Interpretation: the brown clayey sands probably 
represent slope remobilisation events (debris flows?); the 
swirled foraminiferal sand may record pelagic fallout and 
background winnowing by bottom currents during periods 
of slope stability.  The pebble-rich base may be the 
vestiges of a lag resting on the unconformity surface.

A homogeneous succession of uniform soft, friable pale 
yellow micritic carbonate sediments containing common 
planktonic foraminifera and sponge spicules. The main 
structure seen (close to cemented sections) is an 
indistinct cm-scale bioturbation mottling. Scattered, 
irregular, yellow-brown chert nodules are present 
throughout the cored sections. 

Interpretation: deposition was on a clastic-starved outer 
shelf or stable slope, largely by pelagic settling and 
possible weak bottom current reworking (contourites?).  
The interval is probably cryptically bioturbated throughout, 
pointing to a low-energy, well oxygenated sea floor, with 
relatively slow rates of deposition. Chert nodules formed 
as a result of early diagenetic reprecipitation, probably of 
opaline silica (sponges?).  Spicules are common.  The 
unit probably post-dates slope rotation and development 
of major bathymetry in the Rockall Basin, but is prior to or 
protected from significant up-slope clastic supply.

EROSIONAL UNCONFORMITY
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