Oil Based Mud Cuttings: Treatment Solutions for Ireland

The management of oil based mud (OBM) contaminated cuttings generated by offshore hydrocarbon exploration in Ireland involves transfrontier shipment (TFS) of the cuttings to the UK for treatment. Some companies find that the process is logistically complicated. Furthermore the EU Landfill Directive 1999/31/EC may cause difficulties for the export of OBM contaminated waste. There is a need for exploration companies operating in Ireland to find alternative solutions to TFS. This study was commissioned by the Irish Shelf Petroleum Studies Group of the Petroleum Infrastructure Programme to examine the options.

