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CRU ‘Energy Safety’ Division – Who we are

▪ CRU established 1999 as an Economic regulator 

▪ Energy Safety Division established in 2006

▪ Safety Regulatory functions split across 3 teams:

1. Safety Supervision: gas installers, electrical contractors

2. Gas Safety (downstream): Transmission and distribution pipelines/Gas Networks 
Ireland/LPG undertakings  

3. Petroleum Safety (upstream): Petroleum Exploration and Extraction 
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Petroleum Safety regulatory focus
1. Major accident 

a. Occupational health and safety is the responsibility of the Health and Safety Authority  

2. Designated Petroleum Activities (DPAs)

a. A designated petroleum activity cannot be carried out without a safety permit

b. Designated petroleum activities include: exploration/production/decommissioning 

Main functions
1. Assess safety cases (and notifications) for the purpose of issuing safety permit 

2. Carry out audits and inspections

3. Investigate petroleum incidents 

4. Undertake enforcement action

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety – what we do
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Operators: 

 primary responsibility for control and reduction of risk

 Responsible for submitting the well work/production/decommissioning safety cases

Owner:

 Responsible for submitting the non production safety case

Petroleum undertaking(s) 

 Responsible for submitting the safety permit application 

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety – who we regulate
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 A safety case must be prepared in accordance with the Safety Case Guidelines

 The CRU Safety Case Guidelines are a suite of documents: 

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety –Safety Cases
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 CRU facilitates pre submissions meetings to assist applicants in 
understanding our requirements

 It is recommended that an initial pre submission meeting is requested prior 
to, or early on in the development of the safety case for Irish submission

 A further meeting can be requested to check that progress on the safety case 
development continues to meet CRU requirements 

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety – Submitting a Safety Case (1)
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 On submission of a safety case alongside a CRU Safety Case application form, 
the CRU assessment process includes:

1. Admin
a) Check that all required documents have been submitted 

b) Legal check

2. Completeness Check
a) Does the submitted safety case contain all sections as required by the Safety Case Requirements 

3. Main Assessment

4. Safety Permit decision
a) May include Special Conditions

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety – Submitting a Safety Case (2)
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 The timeline for a CRU safety case assessment under legislation is 6 months with the 
potential to restart the clock where additional information is required 

 CRU aim to assess a well work safety case in 3 months

 CRU aim to assess a non production safety case in 3 months (assessment timelines are 
concurrent where submitted with a well work safety case)

 CRU aims to assess a production safety case in 6 months 

 It is not CRU practice to restart the clock where additional information is required. CRU 
may however pause the clock whilst awaiting the further information The applicant will 
be provided with an updated assessment completion date where this occurs  

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety – Safety Case Assessment timeline
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Design
 “The operator must submit a Design Notification for a planned new Production Installation ... An operator may be 

required to submit a Design Notification for a material change to an existing Production Installation with an 
accepted safety case prior to implementing the material change.” 

 Doesn’t require acceptance but a rejection would likely result in a rejection of the subsequent operational safety 
case e.g. production safety case

Combined Operations 

 [The Safety Case Requirements paper] provide[s] the structure and requirements for a Combined Operations 
Notification, which is complementary to the safety cases for the installations involved in the Combined Operations, 
and as such is not a standalone document. The standalone operations of the installations will be described in their 
respective safety cases and are not required to be repeated in the Combined Operations Notifications to cover 
aspects that are relevant to the material change.”

 Requires acceptance for permitting the activity 

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety – Safety Case Requirements: Notifications 
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 CRU will assess a non production safety case in accordance with the Safety Case 
Requirements outside of a safety permit application for the purposes of issuing an 
Acknowledgement of Compliance 

 An AoC does not permit the carrying on of a designated petroleum activity and is not 
acceptance of a safety case, but acts as an early assessment of the safety case to 
indicate that it satisfies the requirements of the Act and the CRU Petroleum Safety 
Framework

 AoC’s are published to the CRU website

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety – Acknowledgement of Compliance
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European Offshore Authorities Group 

 Formal interaction under the Offshore safety Directive 2013/30/EU

North Seas Offshore Authorities Forum

 Member of numerous working groups 

 NSOAF publications on Petroleum Safety section of the CRU website

International Regulator Forum 

 In process of joining

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety – European and international interactions
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 All enquiries/submissions to petroleumsafety@cru.ie

 All publications and guidance available for download at www.cru.ie

Petroleum Safety Permits
Petroleum Safety - Contact
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Thank You for Listening 

petroleumsafety@cru.ie
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