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Introduction

Harnessing our Ocean Wealth, the first integrated marine plan for Ireland, published in 2012, recognised the
contribution of the petroleum sector to Ireland’s society and economy. The National Planning Framework,
Project Ireland 2040, recognises that Ireland must reduce greenhouse gas emissions while at the same time
ensuring security of supply of competitive energy sources to our citizens and businesses. The National Marine
Planning Framework, which is expected to be adopted in late 2020, contains policies aimed at supporting
petroleum exploration and development activities.
Following publication of the Climate Action Plan in June 2019, Government sought advice from the Climate
Change Advisory Council on the future of oil and natural gas exploration offshore. The Council advised that the
exploration for, and recovery of new offshore oil reserves, is not compatible with a low carbon transition. They
noted that the recovery of newly discovered gas reserves may lead to improved energy security, lower energy
costs and facilitate reductions in greenhouse gas emissions during the transition to a low carbon economy.
However, the recovery of natural gas reserves should be contingent on the associated deployment of
decarbonisation technologies.
The “Policy Statement - Petroleum Exploration and Production Activities as part of Ireland’s Transition to a Low
Carbon Economy” published by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment on 17th
December 2019 recognises the critical role of natural gas during this energy transition and the clear benefits in
using indigenous over imported sources . The Policy Statement outlines the vision to sustainably develop
Ireland’s natural gas resources and to encourage, enable and guide research initiatives directed at deepening
knowledge of Ireland’s offshore potential.
At this time of urgency and uncertainty, when conflicting voices seek to influence decisions of national
importance, more focused evidence based scientific research is required to navigate Ireland through a socially
just transition to the decarbonised energy system of the future.
In response to this need, the Irish Petroleum Infrastructure Programme has produced this ambitious strategic
plan, subject to availability of funds.
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Aim & Goals

Deliver research to facilitate Ireland’s energy transition and increase the economic benefit to the state from
the petroleum sector by

•

Strengthening relevant local research capacity

•

Funding research

•

Providing a forum for collaboration and cooperation between ISPSG Members and Irish, European and other
international researchers

•

Supporting innovation to create an Irish based petroleum and geoscience sustainability service sector

The aim of the ISPSG for the next three years will be to ensure that ISPSG Members continue to benefit from the
funded research, bearing in mind that the ISPSG has an Irish focus. The research projects will not be licensespecific but relevant to all ISPSG Members. The proposed overarching aim will facilitate research activities in
areas relevant to the interests of ISPSG Members and align with the goals of energy transition in Ireland.
The ISPSG will have a particular focus on creating job opportunities for geoscience graduates in Ireland.
To achieve this aim, a number of strategic objectives with associated priority actions have been identified.
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Goal 1

Strengthening local research and Innovation capacity

Strategic Objective 1
Provide financial, benefit-in-kind and data support to Irish Centre for Research in Applied
Geosciences (iCRAG) and other relevant research
Priority Actions
•

Actively engage in advisory committees to focus research

•

Support research activities by providing data, where appropriate

•

Organise workshops to promote innovation and knowledge transfer (special focus on connecting with
international experts)

•

Invite researchers to present and exhibit their work at the annual conference

•

Fund and/or enable commercialisation of Irish research in the petroleum sector, and support innovation in
companies delivering sustainability solutions to the petroleum & geoscience sectors
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Goal 2

Funding research

Strategic Objective 2
Conduct open calls for targeted research projects under well defined themes
Priority Actions
Research will be funded under the following broad headings:
•

Geoscience supporting the business case/value proposition for investing in Irish hydrocarbon E&P (size,
predictability, enablers), carbon dioxide storage.

•

Environmental Studies - supporting environmental impact assessments (EIAs) & marine spatial planning
(MSP) including ecosystem service evaluation of developments.

•

Engineering and Sustainability Studies - net zero development, carbon capture, utilisation and storage
(CCUS), cross-technology transfer to offshore wind and geothermal, methane gas hydrates.

•

Data Management - existing database and PIP GIS platform, integration with marine atlas and EMODnet

•

Outreach - outreach activities focused on defining the carbon footprint of everyday life resulting from
hydrocarbon usage, stakeholder engagement best practise guide for petroleum sector in Ireland.

The scope of work for research projects will be defined by the relevant ISPSG technical committees.
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Goal 3

Providing a forum for collaboration and cooperation between ISPSG Members
and Irish, European and other international researchers

Strategic Objective 3
Host workshops and an annual conference
Priority Actions
•

Organise annual conferences

•

Exhibit at public science events

•

Provide Graduate Placement Programme (GPP)

•

Organise themed workshops

•

Facilitate interaction and collaboration to create international research partnerships (particularly on
sustainability/CCS)
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